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I am pleased with your letter, my dear Child; however, there reigns in it a rather cold 
tone that I attribute to your too excessive fears. Go on more wholeheartedly; our good God 
does not disapprove of outpourings of the heart in the bosom of a Father.  He himself has 
established the relationship that exists between you and me. Moreover, I am pleased to see that 
grace is making you discover all that does not please your divine Spouse, and that it is giving you 
the strength to resist every impulse contrary to the wishes of that tender friend. 

From your submission to our desires I am expecting you carefully to form in yourself 
that distinguishing tone that is suitable for members of the Institute. Practice the rules of 
deportment, even of gymnastics. 
 I am pleased to continue giving you the help of my prayers. Pray also for me that you 
may always find me a 

  Your very devoted Father in Jesus Christ 
Ghent, 10th December 1839 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


