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The sentiments that our good God gives you are a subject of great consolation to me. 
Try and walk constantly along the way on which grace has set you and your administration will 
be a happy one. You can count on my good will in helping you with my prayers and advice. 

Mme. N. will not call at Alost; she will go directly to Malines.  It will perhaps be hard for 
you to provide a Lady to take the novices.  The matter is not absolutely necessary.  You will do as 
you judge right. 

I am easily convinced that it would be better if Monsignor would come to your place to 
confer the Sacrament of Confirmation on your pupils, but I do not know what arrangements His 
Lordship has made for that journey, and whether at the moment, that great ceremony would 
not cause you inconvenience. Consult your Council and also get the advice of Mlle. Colette. If 
you decide to send your pupils to the parish church, that charitable Lady could be useful to you. 
You Ladies may not go out. 

My journey will perhaps be postponed for a few weeks.  We will all gain by that; my stay 
with you in that case would be a little longer. 

Mme. N. will do well to profit by the opportunity that is being offered to learn the 
English language. Please tell her I will do her errand at Malines, and that I am pleased with her 
letter and the zeal with which she is responding to the designs of her heavenly Spouse. 

Let Mlle. S. not hurry anything but weigh in the scales of the sanctuary the motives for 
and against the religious vocation. The Lord likes generosity in our undertakings when he is the 
motive or the object. 

           I am always, in Jesus Christ, your devoted Father 
Ghent, 8th of Mary's month, 1840 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


