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I like to hope that the good dispositions I left with all your dear children are being 
maintained, and that on the occasion of the solemnity of tomorrow, they will experience a new 
increase. It is not without any efforts that the saints finally obtained that happiness which is the 
very just objective of our ambitions. We will not tire either of doing violence to ourselves to 
overcome the difficulties and triumph over obstacles whatever they may be. The blessed friends 
of God, as witnesses of our combats, will help us with their prayers even more than with the 
examples they have left for our imitation.  So we will also reach that kingdom in which truth 
reigns sovereign; where love directs everything, and the certainty of its duration sustains the 
enjoyment of it.  May that hope remain with us and nothing will stop our progress in the way we 
are following. 

I recommend to the prayers of your community the soul of my niece, Mme. Henri who 
died last night. 

I have always the pleasure in calling myself 
Your very devoted Father in Jesus Christ 

Ghent, 31st October 1840 
Please tell our dear invalid I am making it my sweet duty to commend her frequently to our 
good God, that her sufferings will come to an end and that the recompense of Heaven will never 
end. I will also pray especially for your zealous infirmarian, Mme. N. whose loving care edifies 
and consoles our suffering children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


