02-43

Twenty-four years ago today our religious family was born in your town of Alost. |
will say the Holy Mass in thanksgiving for the innumerable blessings our good God has showered
down on us during this quarter of a century. Let us try and redouble our zeal in the service of
that good Master and arouse in ourselves lively sentiments of gratitude. May pious joy render us
pleasing to God and man.

| will say by word of mouth what has been decided as regards the boarding school, for
which w e will not make any change in price, and as regards the confessor. Meanwhile ask the
extraordinary to hear your confessions until the feast of St. Joseph.

Tell your invalid to submit generously to all that our good God is pleased to send her.
There is much to be gained by humble resignation and a sincere will to do what pleases the
Lord.

The judgment that Mme. N. has passed on Mlle. N. seems to me very harsh. Don't worry
about it.

| wish Mlle. Colette a happy feast and | pray for her with zeal. That generous friend of
our Institute has the right to our gratitude. Will | not have the pleasure of seeing her at Ghent
during the octave of her Holy Patron?

The letter of Mme. P. gave me pleasure; it is well written, well drawn up and contains
good sentiments.

While awaiting the pleasure of seeing you, | have that (pleasure) of repeating to you
that | am always, and | ask through the intercession of St. Joseph, to become more effectively
daily,

Your devoted Father in Jesus Christ
Ghent, feast of St. Colette, 1841



